
Reading in KS1



Aims 

•Why it is important to read – expectations.

•How do I read with my child? Model

•How can you support your child at home with 
reading?

•What reading skills do your children need to 
know?



What is reading?

Word recognition

The ability to recognise 
words presented in and 

out of context.

The ability to blend 
letter sounds 

(phonemes) together to 
read words.

Understanding

The ability to understand the 
meaning of words and 
sentences in the text.

The ability to understand the 
ideas, information and 

themes in a text.
If a child understands what 

they hear, they will 
understand the same 

information when they read.



Why is reading important?

• Expands vocabulary

• Improves writing skills including grammar

• Develops imagination and creativity

• Helps children make sense of the world around them

• Helps build a stronger relationship with your chid

• Develops concentration skills

• Fun and entertaining 



How do we promote a love of reading in 
Willow Class

•A welcoming and book-rich book corner

• Reading trolley

•Adult reading time

• Explore and learn time 

• Storytime daily

•Our own book recommendation display

• Reading ambassadors



Expectations for reading 

• Children will bring home a rhino reader book matched to their current 
phonics sounds or previous sounds learnt.

• In addition, children will be bringing home another book they have 
chosen as an additional challenge, a book to share or another genre. 

• Rhino reading books need to be read 3x before being changed. This 
will allow the children to become familiar with the book, develop 
comprehension and begin to read words without needing to decode.

• Your child will be read to by an adult over a two-week cycle. This will 
be recorded in their reading record. It is important that children have 
their book in everyday as we may ask them at any point. 

• Any reading should be recorded in their reading record. This is helpful 
for us to check when changing books/ reading with a child.



How can you support your child with 
reading at home?

• Make reading a part of your everyday life and regularly read at 
home. In the front of reading records there are questions to 
support checking understanding are stuck in as a guide to 
conversation whilst reading.

• Read about topics they are interested in. For example, dinosaurs 
or superheroes.

• Talk to your child about what they have read and different topic 
areas.

• Join your library.
• Expose them to a variety of reading resources such as, receipt 

books, comics, magazines and newspapers
• Use phonics bookmarks sent home to support retention and 

reading of learnt sounds and focus words.



Comprehension 



Phonics

At Ampney Crucis we use Twinkl phonics as our systematic 
synthetic phonics.

Children are taught in year groups.
Y1 are currently learning Level 5 sounds.
Y2 are currently consolidating their sound knowledge by learning 
Level 6 spelling rules and sounds.

Children also engage in intervention sessions based on the previous 
weeks sounds to recap. 
Some children may also have intervention focusing on word 
construction to support blending.



Phonics terminology



Phonics mnemonic videos



How can I support phonics at home?

• Each week both Year 1 and 2 children are sent home on a Friday 
with a bookmark containing focus words and common exception 
words learnt this week.

• You can practise sound talking and decoding the words. It is also 
important children can decode the words to spell. 

• On a Friday with Y2 I will do a spelling check and add any 
spellings to review onto the next sheet. With Y1, we practise 
writing the sounds and work together to decode. Y2s also 
complete a decodable dictation sentence to support sentence 
structure. 



Thank you!

Any questions?
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